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A warm welcome back to our families and a special welcome to those families who are new to Silverdale School. We                     
hope you all had a wonderful holiday with your children. It has been lovely to see the children returning to school                     
energised and ready for learning. 

What’s Happening This Term?  

TERM 4 LEARNING FOCUS 
 
Our overarching theme for 2019 is JOURNEY. This links in with our school vision: 
Learn to Journey - Journey to Learn (Ako ki te Haere - Haere ki te Ako) 
Last term we explored journeys through a scientific lens. Children learnt about Earth’s systems and how systems 
interact. Our goal is that children will contribute to the sustainability of Planet Earth by developing these key 
understandings; 
 

● People impact their environment both positively and negatively 
● Everything in our environment is connected and one small change can have an affect 
● Living things in our environment interact with each other to create systems 

 
As part of last terms learning the children have been tasked with developing a presentation. Please visit Team 
Pukeko’s classrooms during Country Show day so that we can share the children’s learning with you, we have been 
so impressed with the children’s enthusiasm and deep learning. Below is the brief that the children have been given; 
 
You are an environmental warrior, part of a team of warriors trying to inform your community about the human 
impacts on the environment and earth's systems.  

Create a visual presentation about an environmental issue containing explanations, diagrams and visual 
representations, that informs visitors to Country Show Day about the environmental issues facing us and the impacts 
on our earth.  

Your presentation should meet the following criteria: 

● Detailed explanation of the issue. 
● Clear diagram/s of the impacted earth system. 
● Show cause and effect. 
● Describes human impacts. 
● Accurate information. 
● Clear and concise presentation. 

So that the Country Show Day visitors can better understand the environmental issues that impact on earth's systems 
and can be positively influenced to make changes. 

Continuing with the concept of journeys we will be inquiring into how we can “be the best me I can be” with a focus on 
health. The children will be learning about the benefits of nutrition and physical activity and exploring their own 
personal learning and growth journeys. A key focus will be on self respect and the importance of a Growth Mindset. 

 



 

 

 
Garden to Table for Term 4 will be starting next week. This has been our first year of 
running this programme across the whole team. A big thank you to Carolyn Holmes 
for leading this initiative, we are so lucky to have a staff member with Carolyn’s levels 
of expertise and passion driving Garden to Table. A big thank you also to Dee 
Pigneguy  for running the garden sessions and Kelly Strong for running the kitchen 
sessions. 

 
How can I help? Parent help is an essential part of this programme. Another big thank you to all of the parents who 
have given up their time to help. Please let your classroom teacher know if you are able to join us. Mrs Holmes would 
also like seaweed to enrich our garden beds. Please drop any collected seaweed off to Mrs Holmes in Room 20. This 
would make a great PEAKS challenge! 
 
Physical Education - As well as class fitness and games we will be focusing on the skills necessary for athletics.                    
Children will be learning techniques for discus, shot put, long jump, high jump and running. There will be a fun                    
athletics day held at Metro park on 15 November for children to put their skills into action. 

Education Outside the Classroom - As part of our health focus we will be taking part in Beach Education which is 
organised by Surf Lifesaving New Zealand and will be held at Red Beach. During this session the children will learn 
how to stay safe at the beach and will take part in collaborative beach games. More information to follow. 
 
Literacy - Our literacy skills are strongly linked with our inquiry concept. Students will be learning how to read to gain 
information whilst researching, how to ask questions and record facts. They will be learning how to interpret and 
draw/label diagrams. Students will also continue consolidating their knowledge of genre and working on individual 
progressions. Each class will visit the library once a week so students can return and exchange library books. 
Children are allowed to borrow 2 books. The library is also open at lunchtimes. 

Mathematics - As well as focusing on children’s number knowledge and problem solving strategies in numeracy, we 
will have a particular focus on geometry. 

Information Technology - Each student in Team Pukeko will have access to a Chromebook. This is used as a tool 
to enhance the learning opportunities for our children. Children will be learning how to care for and use these devices. 
We work with the children to understand how to use technology in a safe and effective way. 

Digital Technologies - This year we will be introducing the new Digital Technologies Curriculum into classrooms. In 
term one students enjoyed learning new skills through computational thinking and coding and will be continuing to 
develop their knowledge through the year. 

Te Reo Maori and Tikanga Maori - The New Zealand Curriculum today emphasises the importance of Te Reo Māori                   
and the benefits of learning it. Team Pukeko are excited to be able to offer our students the opportunity to explore                     
Māori culture and language. This is integrated into our daily classroom programme and we also spend two sessions a                   
week dedicated to learning the language and culture. We are lucky to have Matua Mark Ralston leading Te Reo in                    
our school. As well as running a classroom session in each Team Pukeko classroom once a week he will be running                     
kapa haka sessions on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. This is a wonderful opportunity for students to engage in                  
waiata/action songs.  
 
 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
Arriving at School 
Children should not be dropped at school until 8.30am as there is no adult supervision until this time. Any child on                     
school grounds before the 8.30am bell sounds should remain seated in the meet and greet area by the hall and not                     
around the classrooms or on the playground. At 8.30am the children are permitted to go into class. 
 

 



Uniform 
As part of our sun safe policy all children must wear a sunhat in Term 1 and 4. Please note that hats                      
are available for purchase directly from the school office. 
 
Please ensure all items of uniform are named. 

 
End of Day Pick Up 
At the end of the day, there are two arrangements for students who are collected by parents or caregivers.  
For those students who are collected by someone and walked out of the school, you can meet your child outside                    
his/her classroom. Please be mindful that the end of the day is an important time in the classroom and avoid                    
distracting children until the day is complete. 
 
Students who are collected by car, are taken to the Stop and Go area which is by the carparks against the field inside                       
the school grounds. This area is strictly a NO PARKING area. Please ensure your child knows where they will meet                    
you each day.  
 
Water Only 
It is important that our children remain hydrated whilst at school, not only for health reasons but it also increases                    
concentration and brain function. With the hot weather we encourage every child to keep a drink bottle on hand                   
throughout the day, refilling from the water fountain during break times. Remember that Silverdale School is a water                  
only school. No juice or fizzy drinks are permitted in drink bottles.  
 
Brainfood 
Brainfood break is a time for children to have a small, healthy snack to help keep them                 
energised and focused until morning tea time. We ask that parents please provide children              
with a small amount of healthy brain food and ensure children have a bottle of water for                 
use in the classroom. 
 
Acceptable Brain Foods include: 
• Fresh fruit and vegetables 
• Seeds 
• Plain unsalted popcorn 
 
Each class will have their own brainfood break when it suits their learners. Children may end up snacking while they                    
are learning. It would be helpful to peel and slice fruit and vegetables and organise them into a separate, named                    
container.  
 
We ask that parents DO NOT pack products that contain nuts, as we do have some children with SEVERE                   
and LIFE THREATENING nut allergies.  We appreciate your assistance with keeping ALL our students safe. 
 
HOME LEARNING 
Daily reading is an essential part of our home learning programme. Please support your child to read for at least 20                     
minutes every night. Home reading can be made up of books sent home by the teacher, books selected by your child                     
from their browsing box, online reading on Sunshine Online (see below) and personal reading choices from home. As                  
part of our literacy programme we will be exploring poetry and a poem will be sent home on Fridays for children to                      
practice reading aloud. Our spelling programme will involve exploring word patterns, practicing the essential words lists                
and learning spelling rules. We will not be testing on a weekly basis. 
 
School readers going home  
Sometimes the books your child brings home will be books they have read with the teacher in a guided session. At                     
other times they will be books chosen independently from their choosing boxes. This means that the level may vary in                    

 



difficulty. It is important that children have access to a range of books and practice texts which they can easily master                     
for enjoyment as well as being supported with more challenging texts.  
 
Sunshine Online  http://sunshineonline.co.nz/ 
Sunshine Online is an online reading resource with digital books and follow up activities in both literacy and maths. It is                     
being offered for free for Silverdale School children this year. The username for all children is Silverdale1 and the                   
password is Silverdale.  
 
Maths Whizz 
Maths Whizz is an online programme which supports our classroom teaching of mathematics. Payment can be made                 
through Kindo, www.kindo.co.nz. Maths Whizz links closely to our classroom programme. Children are encouraged to               
gain 4 progressions a week and are encouraged to continue to work on these at home. 
 
P.E.A.K.S (Participation, Effort, Action, Knowledge, Skills) Challenges 
P.E.A.K.S challenges are Silverdale School’s way of acknowledging and celebrating learning outside of the classroom.               
These challenges can be completed throughout the year and are presented in assembly at the end of each term. Each                    
of the 12 challenges needs to be presented in a written form with photographs etc. The list of challenges and forms for                      
writing them up can be found on the Team Pukeko webpage. P.E.A.K.S challenges are not compulsory but please                  
encourage your children to complete them. All children who complete their P.E.A.K.S challenges receive a trophy at                 
the end of the year. 
 
Dates to Remember 
 
23 October Rhythm Interactive 
28 October Labour day - school closed 
2 November Country Show Day, 9am 
15 November Athletics day at Metro Park 
22 November Celebrations assembly run by Team Pukeko 
27 November Beach Education trip Rooms 22, 16 and 18 
28 November Beach Education trip Rooms 31, 33and 20 
29 November Beach Education trip Rooms 12, 27 and 29 
2 December PEAKS due to classroom teachers 
10 December Team Pukeko PEAKS sharing assembly, 2pm 
12 December Transition evening for parents of Year 4 children moving into Year 5, 6pm - 7pm 
13 December Reports emailed home 
20 December Last Day of Term, 12pm  
 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s schooling please do not hesitate to contact us.  

Kind Regards, 
 
Team Pukeko Teachers 
 

                                                                       Contact Us  

Laura Webster, Team Leader, Room 27 teacher laurawebster@silverdaleprimary.school.nz 

Stacey Strickson, Room 12 teacher: staceystrickson@silverdaleprimary.school.nz 
Maree Larsen, Room 16 teacher: mareelarsen@silverdaleprimary.school.nz 
Jackie Boyd, Room 18 teacher: jackieboyd@silverdaleprimary.school.nz 
Carolyn Holmes, Room 20 teacher: carolynholmes@silverdaleprimary.school.nz 
Melody Harries, Room 22: melodyharries@silverdaleprimary.school.nz 
Meghan Zuyl, Room 29 teacher: meghanzuyl@silverdaleprimary.school.nz 
Kellie Cremer, Room 33 teacher: kelliecremer@silverdaleprimary.school.nz 
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Marion Durose, Room 31 teacher: mariondurose@silverdaleprimary.school.nz 
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